______Contemporary Personalities
trade, or their influence upon an age.   In Venice he would have been a great Prince and Doge.
But I cannot think of time in connection with Lord Leverhulme.    Nor  can I speak of influence without  noting that—the greatest of human gifts being his—the gift of vision—he possesses a power, of which he is quite conscious, which is defiant alike of analysis and of imitation.    Born at Bolton on September 19, 1851, and therefore a veteran in his seventy-third year, Lord Leverhulme's spirit is^not in  the   slightest  degree  changed from that which upheld   him  in  his   earliest   days.   Those  eyes  of which I have already spoken are still tlfe eyes of confident and constructive youth.   This is perhaps why, despite his devotion to art, Lord Leverhulme has not always found it easy to approve the ways, or perhaps I should say the technique, of painters. This prejudice apart, the quality of prescience is very natural in a Lancashire man.    For Lancashire has enriched our proverbs; and the implications of vital truth, commercial, if not economic, have spread from Lancashire outwards.
The Levers of Bolton, like the Hulmes of Manchester, who come into the story of Lord Leverhulme's life only indirectly, have concentrated their special foresight upon education. I should be romancing if I forced the note of heredity or ancestry in this case. Lord Leverhulme is a Lancashire man, and that is enough of ancestry for any man. But there are some achievements and associations which do touch him at this point; and he is justly proud of his remoter kin.
He   is   apt   to   look   rather   severely   on   anything that savours of pretentiousness.   " The Oxford
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